
 
COMMUNITY GROUPS 

ALL IN: A STUDY OF NEHEMIAH 
 

SESSION 1: THE DREAM 
 

 
 
ALL IN is a 4-part study of Nehemiah. Nehemiah lived during the mid 5th century BC, and he 
served as the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. One day, Hanani visited his brother Nehemiah. 
During the visit, Nehemiah asked Hanani about the condition of Jerusalem and its people.  
 
Hanani, and the men travelling with him, responded, “Things are not going well for those who 
returned to the province of Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem 
has been torn down, and the gates have been destroyed by fire” (Nehemiah 1:3). Simply put, 
Jerusalem was in shambles and vulnerable to attack, and the people were in disgrace.  
 
When Nehemiah heard the news, he was overwhelmed by the need. Verse 4 says, “When I 
heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of 
heaven.”  
 
1. How do you usually respond when you first hear about an overwhelming need? Have 

you ever found yourself overwhelmed by a need so great that you wept, fasted, and 
prayed?  

 
 
 
2. Four the next four months, Nehemiah prayed about the needs of Jerusalem and its 

people. Nehemiah 1:4-11 captures a summary of Nehemiah’s prayers. What stands 
out to you in Nehemiah’s prayer?  

 
Nehemiah 1:4-11: “When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I mourned, 
fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven. 5 Then I said, “O Lord, God of heaven, the 
great and awesome God who keeps his covenant of unfailing love with those who love 
him and obey his commands, 6 listen to my prayer! Look down and see me praying night 
and day for your people Israel. I confess that we have sinned against you. Yes, even my 
own family and I have sinned! 7 We have sinned terribly by not obeying the commands, 
decrees, and regulations that you gave us through your servant Moses. 8 “Please 
remember what you told your servant Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful to me, I will scatter 
you among the nations. 9 But if you return to me and obey my commands and live by 
them, then even if you are exiled to the ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the 
place I have chosen for my name to be honored.’ 10 “The people you rescued by your 
great power and strong hand are your servants.11 O Lord, please hear my prayer! Listen 
to the prayers of those of us who delight in honoring you. Please grant me success 
today by making the king favorable to me. Put it into his heart to be kind to me.” 

 
 
 
3. God birthed a dream in Nehemiah’s heart to return to Jerusalem, rebuild the wall, and 

restore the people out of their disgrace. In fact, Nehemiah said, “I had not told anyone 
about the plans God had put in my heart for Jerusalem” (Nehemiah 2:12a). It’s 
important to note that Nehemiah’s dream was born at the intersection of a NEED and 
PRAYER. How is this different to the way many of our dreams are born today?  

 



4. So often our dreams can focus solely on our personal gain. However, Sir Francis 
Drake, the English sea captain who lived from 1540-1596, offers us a powerful prayer 
that opens our hearts to the needs around us. How does his prayer below challenge 
you to dream according to God’s plans instead of your own plans? 
      

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves. When our dreams have 
come true because we have dreamed too little, when we arrived safely because we 
sailed too close to the shore.  

 
Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess, we have lost our thirst 
for the waters of life; having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity, 
and in our efforts to build a new earth, we have allowed our vision of the new heaven to 
dim.  

 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas, where storms will show 
your mastery; where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. We ask you to push 
back the horizon of our hopes; and to push back the future in strength, courage, hope, 
and love. 

 
This we ask in the name of our Captain, who is Jesus Christ. Amen! 

 
 
 

5. We often limit our dreams to what we can accomplish in our own strength, wisdom, 
and power. But when we do this, we take a low view of God. Pastor and author A. W. 
Tozer believed that a low view of God is the cause of a hundred lesser evils, but a 
high view of God is the solution to ten thousand temporal problems. How does A.W. 
Tozer’s perspective challenge you to dream a God-sized dream?  

 
 
 
6. Is there a dream God has been stirring in your heart that would help others or make a 

difference at work, in our community, or in our world? If so, would you be willing to 
share it with our group?  

 
 
 
 
PRAYER:  
 
Take some time as a group to pray and ask God to “disturb you” with a dream that’s bigger than 
yourself and that glorifies God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


